
Classroom Management Tips and Ideas 

Greet each student at the door with a high five, a handshake, a fist bump. etc. 

To get students attention, try turning the lights on and off; or place a finger on your nose and ask 
students “if you can hear me, please touch your nose;” or “clap twice if you can hear me.” This 
usually brings the class back to attention quickly.  

It is sometimes helpful to model what a student listening looks like, what a student sharing looks 
like, what a student asking a question in a respectful way looks like, what a student encouraging a 
neighbor looks like. Etc.  The teacher would actually act out each part and the children usually 
enjoy watching a teacher act like a student.  

Incorporate the students into the activity as much possible.  Have them write the verse on the 
board, hand out supplies, assist another student if they are finished early, etc.  This is especially 
helpful for very active children.  It gives them purpose and a chance to move around. 

If time is provided before the students arrive, write a brief agenda on the board so students know 
what to expect.  If possible, provide an estimated time for each activity.  During activities, give 
students a heads up if there are 5, 2, etc minutes remaining. 

If students are distracted, simple phrases such as “1, 2, 3...eyes on me” work well. 

While walking down the hall, ask children to “put a bubble in their mouth” and/or place a hand in 
the air to minimize chaos in the hallway. 

Be sure to notice the positives.  For example,  “Sue is seated and quiet, she is ready to begin the 
lesson.”  or  “Jack and Joe have worked well together completing the craft using the directions 
provided.” or “Sarah demonstrated kindness when she encouraged Luke earlier.”  Chandler’s happy 
grams could be used at this point.   
 
Try to think outside of the box (beyond the desks) and have the students sit in a circle on the floor 
or move around, if possible.  It would be fun to have a soft ball to pass around during discussion 
time.  Only the child holding the ball may speak. 

Captains: Be purposeful in asking certain students to sit together or apart.  For easily distracted 
students, place them up front or close to the teacher and/or captain.   

A great reminder in the beginning of each rotation. 

1. My eyes are watching 
2. My ears are listening 
3. My hands and feet stay to myself 
4. My brain is thinking. 
5.My heart is kind.


